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We have to assign a logical origin to, and generally explain the 
appearance of certain ingots of nearly pure gold, marked ‘GEORGIA 


GOLD 1863' and 'T & Co.’, and giving denominations in dollars CSA. 
The physical character of the gold matches that reported for Goria 

Gold and seen on the Templeton Reid colfié of 1830. Reid came from 
Lumpkin co., probably Auraria, Dahlonega or nearby rural districs, 

_ which vere only briefly before stolen from the Indians, gold having been 

; iw ered there in 1829. The physical properties of this gold differ from 
California and Colorado gold, as from standard; Ga. gold assayed at the 
Mint from c. 850 to980 fine, being reported as high as 994. but averag- 


ing close to 923, the alloy being chiefly silver. (in the last days of the 
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Dahlonega mint, the gold was alloyed wholly with copper to reduce its 
almost brassy appearance. (California gold, by contrast, averaged 888 
Au: 108 Ag: 4 Fe; and the characteristic greenieh tint of Pike's Peak 
gold is well known, it being still more heavily alloyed with silver. )| te 
would appear that the gold in these ingots was not parted from the silver, 
but that it came from the earth in high fineness and was cast into ingots 
unalloyed. The equipment available in Georgia in 1863 outside the i 
Dahlonega Mint would have made any other course elmost impossible; 
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The letter punches are certainly mid-19th Century work, and no 
doubt attaches to the ingots from these. The entire appearance of the 
pieces strengthens the argument for their authenticity and opens no 
significant ground for doubt; their whole fabric is thoroughly consistent 
with a hypothesis that they were tesued by a private but evidently com- 

—— petent assayer at about the time stated on them. |Whether to circulate 
as money of to aid the CSA in transporting the gold which hed been 
earlier transferred out of the Dahlonega Mint (evidently much of it un- 
coined, as the total sumber of $end $1 leeyed tn 1961 would not Lscteal 
for much more than 1/4 of the $30, 000 in gold bullion thea on and 

____that Yew in October 1861 Jeff Davis appointed an incompetent to : 

D Mint assayership, and {t is more than Ifkely that no further op tone 

with gold could have thereafter occurred for precteely this reason. 

to give a more portable form to the newly found gold within the v" 

with value determined and assured by o le party. Bat any of 

theve nypothents will explain the ingots tneuedi they have quite a 
reputation in Georgia. We se OS \ a 
“We now have to determine, M posethie. + whe the iss 
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Judge of Inferior Court for Lumpkin co. (what we would today call a 
Justice of the Peace), 1/12/57 to 1/10/61, resigning from loyalty to 
the CSA It seems obvious that, since he started in the assaying de- 


competent assayer by 1861. He was so regarded according to Cain's 
Hist. of Lumpkin co., Ga. . Which has a lengthy write up on Todd and 
the Mint. It also seems obvious that Todd would have (so to speak) no 
other @gg* to his basket, no other line of work, It is a fact that Tald 
was by 186] an extremely well-known character in the gold-bearing 
district in Georgia. : 

There is in the Ga. State 4x chives & ftory Dept., in 4tlanta, a 
letter written to Governor Joseph E. Brown at Milledgeville, Ga., by 
“ous, from Rome, Ga., 10/28/61. This informe Brown that Jef Davie 
had fired Todd from the assayership, *ppointing one L. Quillean to this 
_ post, whom Todd stigmatised as incompetent, and that he, Todd, is now 
out of business and would greatly appreciate a job (assaying or otherwise 
working in his field, for he had no other). In other words, during the 
war Todd was out of the mint service ( he became a Rome RR conductor 
in 1865), and was therefore ready, willing and able to work with gold on 
the outside in 1863 as in 1861. He was competent to issue and stamp the 
above ingots. And if anyone in Georgia would have been identified to 
bullion dealers by his initial, it would have been the Mint Assayer with 
whom they had dealt for the Preceding quarter ceatury. 


I contend, therefore, that the hypothesis T & Co. ~ Todd (& Ca ?) ex. 
«36 : 
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